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ing 250,000 troops at the Indo-China border within 10 days, it is unlikely, 
on present indications, that they will depart from their present policy of 
clandestine intervention, which is capable of considerable extension. 


The fact that three minor French infringements of the border have 
occurred may result in a wave of Chinese Communist propaganda, designed 
to discredit the French and their countercharges of Chinese Communist 
frontier violations, which have far greater justification. 


A further disturbing element-has been the build-up of Viet Minh con- 
centrations northwest of Son Tay, between Hoa Binh and Ha Dong, and near 
Luc Nam. These concentrations, together with Viet Minh infiltration into 
the Dong Trieu Plateau and other parts of the French-held perimeter, add 
to the evidence that the Viet Minh may soon resume the offensive, with the 
object of capturing French posts piece-meal. 


Attempts to sever communications between Hanoi and Haiphong, or 
even to take Hanoi itself, may be included in such an offensive. Other like- 
ly Viet Minh moves are: (1) Raids into the Delta to seize the rice harvest, 
which ends about 1 December; and (2) an attempt to cut off the five French 
battalions holding the Moncey Tien Yen-Dinh Lap area, ss 


The post of Than Mal (12 miles west of Moncay) was attacked during 
the last week but has been relieved. The Viet Minh have made further at- 
tempts to sabotage the Hanoi-~Haiphong road and railroad. They also have 
mounted strong attacks against French posts in the Thai Binh area. 


. 


Meantime, French preparations to defend the Delta are being pressed. 


Mobile and mutually supporting regimental combat teams are being created 
and deployed. throughout the Delta. Plans are being made to improve roads, 
bridges, petrgece: ports, and airfields to handle incoming reinforcements. 


Major General Pierre Boyer. de Latour du Moulin took over command 
of the Tonkin War Zone on 24 November from Major General Marcel Al- 
essandri, who has left for France. 


CHINA 


Nationalists Raid Mainland. (CONFIDENTIAL) — Chinese Nationalist 
commando groups reportedly landed on the Chekiang coast on 22 November. 
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’ CONFIDENTIAL 


This raid by the Nationalists is contrary to the conditions, outlined by 
President Truman on 27 June, in which the island of Formosa was to be 
“‘neutralized’’ until. the situation in the Pacific area was stabilized, 


Nationalist warships shelled the mainland in preparation for the land- 
ings, and commando groups subsequently were put ashore. Fighting was 
still in progress at Haimen (1)*, Huangyen (), Wenling (8), and Yuhuan (4) 
on 24 November. These cities are 200 to 250 miles south of the Shanghai 
area (5). 


Three Nationalist planes reportedly strafed and bombed gun positions 
at Swatow (6), killing a number of Chinese.Communist troops. Meanwhile, 


Nationalist warships reportedly resumed théir patrol of the South China 
coast. 


Concurrently, the Chinese Nationalist Defense Ministry released a 
report to the press that the Communists again had shelled Quemoy (Chinmen) 
Island (7). Approximately 40 rounds,it was stated, were fired at the island. 
This Téport may have been released as a justification for the raid on the 
mainland. The Communists have shelled Quemoy intermittently without 
taking further offensive action. 7 

Meanwhile, according to reliable reports, a great deal of friction has 
developed in the Nationalist forces over control of 60 AE: S, which performed 
rather well in a recent amphibious maneuver. Control of this equipment was 
sought by the Army, the Navy, and the Marine force. The contest, if not the 


_ friction, was settled by awarding control of the LVT’s to the Navy. 


The Chinese Mission in Japan recently has been requesting all avail- 
able information on doctrine for amphibious forces. This newly evidenced 
interest is attributed to the results demonstrated in the Nationalist maneuvers 
and to the normal desire of the Nationalist commanders to extend their control 
over all possible troops and equipment. 


It.is the intent and desire of all top Nationalist leaders to return to the 
mainland when opportunity permits. Since this can be accomplished only by 
amphibious operations, an intense interest in the necessary equipment is to 
be expected. Itis believed that this interest is long- pane) rather than con- 
nected merely with harassing raids on the coast. 
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* See accompanying map. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Prior to the Korean War, the Nationalists igean a number of small 
* “hit-and-run” raids along the coast. These raids served to maintain to 
some extent the morale of troops who are comparatively inactive on 


Formosa and to contact guerrilla groups who might be operating in the 
landing area. 


While these operations can have only a nuisance value in their effect 
upon the Communists, they will keep alive the hope of the Nationalists’ 
eventual return to the mainland, both for the remaining dissident elements 
and for the Nationalist Government on Formosa. Such raids against coast~ 
al areas will continue and may be increased if developing conditions warrant. 

















CONFIDENTIAL 39 








| 
| 
: 
i 


O] 22d vavN 


begs QN/* Sromny 


_ aglaisswI10ad 













AHL AV gsonaouaat ° 








